REGILDING THE CRESCENT
wholly successful; so the city and surrounding
district, as far as Ismidt, were proclaimed in a
state of siege. Mahmoud Shevket Pacha was in
supreme military command and kept admirable
control of the situation. The recapture of the
deserters was only gradual, and for several weeks
batches of them surrendered to country garrisons.
The reign of martial law in Constantinople,
however distasteful to the unruly element, made
that city a far more pleasant place of residence
than we had known it since the early days of
January. The street roughs vanished as if by
magic, and the slight inconvenience of applying
to the police for a permit to be out after dark
was more than compensated by the security and
order prevailing in the streets. The bridge was
reopened for traffic on the Monday afternoon;
steamers plied merrily up and down the Bos-
phorus, and it looked as if the excitement was
over.
Yet those earnest men who had made them-
selves responsible for the last effort to reform
Turkey from within knew that one thing re-
mained to be done. Without that one thing,
there could be no question of peace and pros-
perity for the country. On the Monday morning,
some of the chiefs of the Roumelian army
repaired to Y51diz, and were introduced by
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